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Sample Research Project Rubric 

Criteria Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
Planning 
• question and 

hypothesis 
 
• description of 

population 

 
• not clear and 

not related 
 
• limited or 

missing 

 
• fairly clear but 

not related 
 
• some description 

 
• mostly clear and 

related 
 
• adequate 

description 

 
• very clear, 

concise, 
and related 

• detailed 
description 

Performing 
• research and 

data collection 
 

 
• procedures 

missing, 
limited, or 
inappropriate; 
no attempt to 
follow steps 

 
• procedures 

somewhat clear; 
follows some 
steps 

 
• procedures 

clear; follows 
steps and 
adjusts steps 

 
• procedures 

very clear 
and 
detailed; 
follows 
steps, and 
adjusts and 
justifies 
steps 

Recording 
• data display 

 
• some data 

display but is 
poorly 
organized; 
sources missing 
or limited  

 
• data display is 

somewhat 
organized; 
includes some 
sources that are 
incomplete 

 
• data display 

clearly 
organized; 
includes most 
sources  

 
• data display 

effectively 
organized; 
includes all 
sources in 
detail 

Analysing 
• analysis 
 
 
 
 
• conclusion(s) 
 

 
• absent or very 

limited 
 
 
 
• missing, 

inappropriate, 
or poorly stated 

 
• somewhat clear; 

may contain 
gaps and 
inconsistencies 

 
• may be invalid; 

somewhat 
clearly stated  

 
• clearly stated; 

may contain 
minor 
inconsistencies 
or omissions  

• valid; clearly 
stated 

 
• very clearly 

stated; 
effectively 
supported 

 
• valid; 

clearly and 
effectively 
supported   

Presenting 
• project plan 

and evaluation 
of results 

includes:  
• few required 

components 
• few supporting 

materials 
• limited or no 

questions for 
further research 

includes:  
• some required 

components  
• some supporting 

materials 
• somewhat  

relevant 
questions for 
further research  

includes: 
• most required 

components in 
logical sequence 

• quality 
supporting 
materials that 
may contain a 
few minor errors 

• relevant 
questions for 
further research  

includes: 
• highly 

effective 
presentation 
of all 
components 
in logical 
sequence 

• high-quality 
supporting 
materials 

• highly 
relevant 
questions 
for further 
research  

 


